
Minutes 
 
PETITION HEARING - CABINET MEMBER FOR 
PLANNING, TRANSPORTATION AND RECYCLING 
 
Wednesday 16 October 2013 
 
Meeting held in Committee 3a, at the Civic Centre, 
High Street, Uxbridge  
 

 

 Committee Members Present:  
Councillors Jonathan Bianco (Chairman)  
 
LBH Officers Present:  
David Knowles – Transport & Projects Senior Manager 
Gill Oswell – Democratic Services  
  

27. REQUEST FOR FOOTWAY PARKING TO BE PERMITTED WITHIN CLOSEMEAD 
CLOSE, NORTHWOOD  (Agenda Item 4) 
 

 The petitioner addressed the meeting making the following points:-  
 

• The petition contained 30 signatures but 13 had been disregarded as the 
people had printed their names and not put their signature. 

• The lead petitioner stated that she had lived in the area for 34 years and was 
the neighbourhood watch co-ordinator.   

• Safety was the main concerns for raising the petition. 
• The photographs provided with the report made the road look wider than it 

was. 
• A majority of pedestrians that use Closemead Close do not use the 

footpaths.  
• Residents were unhappy that they are now being penalised by parking 

enforcement officers, for parking two wheels on the footpath. 
• When parking by a dropped kerb it was difficult to park without having a 

small part of the wheel on the pavement, which had resulted in a penalty 
notices being issued. 

• Parking fully on the road meant that refuse and emergency vehicles had 
difficulty in accessing the Closemead Close.  This had resulted in some 
vehicles being scratched and wing mirrors broken. 

• Due to the limited parking there had been occasions when access to 
driveways had been blocked.  

• Residents had discussed parking permits but it was not felt this was a good 
idea. 

• Parking was difficult for visitors and family as each property now had more 
than 1 car.  

• There were concerns about safety on the estate as mopeds and cars often 
speed around the estate.   

• The footpaths in the Close lead nowhere except for driveway, carports and 
an alleyway leading to Rickmansworth Road.  

• The tarmac footpaths are not used pedestrians as they seem to prefer to 
walk on the roadway.   

• One side of the Close was used for parking more than the other with 
pavement parking occurring outside nos. 29 - 31 Closemead Close.  

 



  
Officers felt that it was possible that the reason why parking enforcement was now 
taking place may be due to a complaint being received in relation to the footway being 
obstructed.  
 
In answer to an issue raised by the petitioners in regard to the land shown hatched on 
the plan circulated with the report, officers stated that this was private land and cars 
parked in these areas were not liable for parking enforcement.  
 
The Cabinet Member informed the petitioners that he was aware of the issues around 
school drop off and pick up times.  In regard to a Parking Management Scheme (PMS), 
as there was no PMS in the immediate vicinity the Council was unable to introduce this 
type of scheme for just one road.  These schemes required there to be at least  50% of 
residents in the road concerned in support before being implemented.  The 
implementation of a PMS in any area was often responsible for moving the problem to 
another area.  The issue that had been raised in relation to speeding mopeds and cars 
on the estate was something that could be raised by officers with the Police.   
 
The Cabinet Member advised the petitioners that he felt that the way forward would be 
for officers to make a site visit, at a time and date to be agreed with the petitioners.  
This would enable officers to speak to residents and see the problems they are 
experiencing first hand.  Officers would then be able to look at the options to help with 
the current situation.  
 
One of the recommendations proposed in the report was for a speed survey to be 
carried out.  Once this had been carried the information collected from this survey 
would be shared with the Police.  
 
Officers informed the petitioners that they would speak to Parking Enforcement in 
regard to the issue in relation to parking tickets being issued to cars parked on private 
land.  The local school would be approached to seek their assistance in asking parents 
to be aware of parking and safety concerns by those using Closemead Close.   
 
Resolved –  
 
That the Cabinet Member: 
 
1. Discussed with petitioners their request for footway parking in Closemead 
Close and considered appropriate options. 
 
2. Instructed officers to investigate the petitioners’ concerns with 
vehicle speeds in greater detail as part of the Council’s Road Safety Programme 
and to conduct a traffic speed survey. 
 
3. Instructed officers to arrange a site visit with residents at a date 
and time to be agreed, to consider appropriate parking options.  
 
4. Instructed officers to liaise with the Police in relation to speeding traffic 
and with the local school to raise with parents the concerns about parking and 
pedestrian safety in Closemead Close.  
 

  
The meeting, which commenced at 7.00 pm, closed at 7.40 pm. 
 

  



  
These are the minutes of the above meeting.  For more information on any of the 
resolutions please contact Gill Oswell on 01895 250693.  Circulation of these minutes 
is to Councillors, Officers, the Press and Members of the Public. 
 

 


